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PRINCIPAL COMMENTS

Key Words
LEARN YOUR SIGNS

Hello Everyone,
It is heartening to reflect upon the high engagement of parents and carers in
our students’ learning programs, and the wonderful ongoing professionalism
of our staff as we near the end of Term 3. May all of you enjoy the school
holidays and return refreshed for the final ten weeks of Term 4.
Faction Carnival & Swimming: Our students have been very busy in the
sports learning area! It was wonderful to see a very high rate of participation
and students having a great time joining in both events. The Faction Carnival
on Friday brought with it some memorable and emotional moments.
Watching students not give up and reach the finish line was a great testament
to their resilience and willingness to participate. These are my proud
Principal moments! My thanks go out to all parents, carers and family who
attended and abided by the COVID 19 rules we had to implement for the
event to go ahead.

FAMILY – Extend index and middle
fingers of both hands and place
dominant formation on top of nondominant formation at chest height,
palms facing away from body.
Simultaneously move both hands
around in an arc to finish with palms
facing body and non-dominant fingers
on top of dominant fingers.

Whole School Assemblies: These are held each fortnight on a Friday
morning. If your student is receiving a certificate or participating you will be
notified accordingly. It would be great if you are able to attend to help your
child celebrate their achievement.
School Bus Service: If your child is unable to make a journey on the school
bus could you please contact them direct to inform them of any absences
and then let the school know so we can amend our records for the period.
School Holidays: Term break begins on 28/9 until 9/10/20. Staff return to
school on Monday 12th October and students return to school on Tuesday
13th October. Please note too, that the school year ends on December 16.
(continued next page)

FRIEND – Clasp non-dominant fist with
dominant hand and rock formation,
backward and forward slightly, twice.
The above images and text are from
“Getting Started with Key Word Sign”,
published by Key Word Sign Australia, a
business name of Scope Australia. Included
with permission.
https://shop.scopeaust.org.au/shop/gettin
g-started-key-word-sign-auslan-edition/

Riverside Education Support Centre

Ph.: 9534 0328

Website: www.riversideesc.wa.edu.au

P & C President: Mrs Tahni Emons

RESC Email: riverside.esc@education.wa.edu.au

Pg. 1

Riverside ESC Newsletter

Issue 6 2020

(continued from front page)
Learning Journey: In the second week of Term 4, we invite you to witness and discuss the visible outcomes
of your child’s learning journey as it has unfolded throughout 2020. It is a great opportunity to gain an
overview of their progress and reflect upon what has been achieved. We can all be justifiably proud of each
and every student as they delight us with their unfolding abilities. Details of the Learning Journey will be
provided soon but please pencil in the afternoon of Tuesday October 20 (3PM to 4:30PM).
Best regards,
Jim Douglas, Principal

VacSwim – Enrol for January
Fun swimming lessons for children aged five to 17 years of age in the
January school holidays.
Enrolments for VacSwim in January are now open! Take the plunge! Find
a program near you and enrol now. ENROLMENTS CLOSE NOVEMBER 8.
VacSwim has helped children across Western Australia to stay safe and confident in the water for over 100
years. The VacSwim team offers:


vital swimming and water safety skills



lessons for beginner, intermediate and advanced swimmers



a variety of programs ranging from five to ten days



opportunities to progress through stages 1-16 and obtain Bronze Medallion



lessons at over 180 pool and beach locations throughout Western Australia



friendly, qualified swimming staff.

Programs will operate in line with current health advice. Physical distancing and good hygiene practices will
be in place.
More information at https://www.education.wa.edu.au/programs-and-locations?redirect=%2Fvacswim.

Important Dates
Sep 18
Sep 23
Sep 25
Oct 13
Nov 05
Dec 11
Dec 16

–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Combined Schools Board Meeting (also Nov 06 and Dec 04)
P&C Fundraiser: PJ Day
Term 3 ends
Students commence Term 4
Colour Fun Run
Year 6 Graduation Ceremony
Students conclude the 2020 school year
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News from Classrooms

Hello to all parents and carers of children in Room 31.
Goodness, I am surprised to be writing to you already for the second time this term. The school year
is disappearing so quickly. Nevertheless, we hope this finds you well and looking forward to
spending some time relaxing with your children over the coming holiday break.
I would like to welcome Miss Amberley Hart to our classroom this term. She has joined us as an
Education Assistant and has been a proven hit with her peers and our students.
As the school year has progressed, we have observed your children maturing, settling into routine
and establishing relationships with staff. Our routine reflects the needs of our students and thus it
changes regularly to cater for this.
This term we have introduced a very explicit Language routine to our mornings, when the children’s
focus and ability to concentrate is at its best. The routine sees every child working 1:1 with a staff
member, engaging in activities that support the development of the outcomes unique to student’s
Individual Education Plans. As a result, no two student’s language routines are the same. The
students have adapted really well to this change and I believe, are relishing the opportunity to have
a staff member all to themselves.
The students are working towards concepts
and skills as varied as syllabification, identifying
and generating rhyme, developing specific
expressive language skills using a PODD,
identifying function, the concepts and
conventions of print, understanding the
meaning of WHO?, using gender specific
pronouns and retelling 3 part stories, to name
a few.
In the photograph, Miss Hart is working with
Seth. He is learning how to use the PODD
expressively to request and comment, and
receptively to follow instructions. Seth can ask
for more, let us know when he has finished
something, ask for help, say, “No!” if he really
doesn’t like something and “Please” if he is
requesting something. And that is just from the
first page! Well done Seth.
Glen Webber and the Staff of Room 31
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Unfortunately, Mrs Gollan has been absent recently and is unable to report in this issue of school
news. We look forward to sharing her stories and photos with you in the next issue.

Hello Families,
Room 11 students have been busy this
term. Students have been thoroughly
enjoying Dance and Gymnastics
lessons. Gymnastics started in week 6
and these lessons will continue until
week 10. Students have been learning
correct poses and movements and
taking part in a circuit with various
gymnastics activities. It has been
fantastic to see a high level of
enjoyment and participation in this program. Well done everyone!
In week 5 we held our parent afternoon
tea. Thank you to all parents who came
along, it was lovely to see so many of you.
Thank you also to Mrs Vincent for
organising the refreshments on the day.
We also had our PBS reward of ‘Crazy Hat
Day’ on the Friday of that week. The
students looked fantastic in all of their
crazy hats. A huge thank you to Mrs O
Connor for her wonderful ideas in creating
the crazy hats. I certainly do have fantastic
staff in Room 11.
Our annual school faction carnival was held
on Friday. Although it was a little different with the limitations on spectators the students had a
fantastic day! I would like to congratulate everyone on their participation and effort on the day.
Well done to all students who took part in the team games, races and novelties. I am very proud of
you all!
As the spring break fast approaches I would like to wish you all a safe and enjoyable holiday.
I look forward to updating you in Term 4.
Mrs Cairns
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Hello families and carers of Room 19, we have been very busy
this term striving to achieve our goals!
In Mathematics our students have been engaging in chance
and data experiments. They have loved making calculated
guesses and engaging in various games. This week, students
used fruity mentos to explore chance and data. Students had
to guess what colours and flavours they were going to get in
their pack, construct a tally, transfer data onto a column graph
and analyse the data to answer questions. As you can imagine,
we had some great discussions during these lessons.
In English we have been busy working on writing skills, letters
and sounds, reading and comprehension. Some students have
been busy learning digraphs (a pair of letters that make one
sound, e.g. chat, rain, ship) as well! You are all doing amazing!
During this last fortnight, students have been given the
opportunity to participate in gymnastics on Thursday
mornings. They have been balancing, rolling, practicing their
hand eye coordination, jumping and much more. Our students have loved engaging in all the
activities and warm up games. I see some acrobats emerging from our class!
As school holidays are just about here, the teachers and EAs in Room 19 would like to wish everyone
a safe and happy holidays!
Miss Robinson

Hello everyone. We are at the end of Term 3 already and it has been a very busy one that has flown
by. The students of Room 33 have enjoyed many different things this term including, crazy hat day,
sports carnival, denim day and Fathers’ Day.
In Maths we have started to learn how to use calculators. Students are adding, subtracting,
multiplying, and dividing using the calculator. I am impressed by their enthusiasm and engagement
while moving ahead with their maths IEP goals.
We have continued our History lessons learning about different iconic architecture in different
countries. This has included the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy and the Opera House in Sydney.
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1Dane also enjoying the iconic Leaning Tower of Pisa

We are continuing to participate in dance lessons each week on a Wednesday and have now started
gymnastic lessons also. You wouldn’t believe how flexible and athletic our students are. They are
really enjoying these sessions.
Our students had a fantastic day at the sports carnival. The sun was out, there was lots of cheering
for our students and Room 33 students were extremely well behaved. I am very proud of how they
have practiced for all of the team sports games at sports every week.
As we move towards term 4 our students and teachers are beginning to tire. But we have lots more
learning to do and we will revisit key protective behaviours such as our holiday network hand, what
to do in an emergency and safe and unsafe secrets.
Finally, I am on Long Service Leave for the first week of Term 4. Mrs Phillips will be covering me for
the four days. The students know her well and enjoy working with her, and I will ensure I leave lots
of fun work for them.
I hope you have enjoyed the last newsletter of the term.
Mrs Hart
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Hi parents, families and care givers of Room 36. Welcome to week 9! I can’t believe we are so close
to the end of the term.
On Monday the 14th of September, Room 36 had our WHAS assembly. The item we chose to share
for our assembly item was a rap that we created together in class. Our rap started as a simple
phonics lesson where we brainstormed words using the ‘ing’ sound. We then started to put these
words into sentences and then a rap. Here is the finished rap for all of you to have a read and a
giggle below:
Yo Yo Yo
Let Room 36 tell you something,
We hate it when the teachers sing,
But we love it when we’re playing.
We do not like work because it is so boring,
We are all just so very, very caring.
In dodgeball Room 36 is amazing,
But our teachers throwing skills are embarrassing.
On Thursdays we do cooking,
Miss Scholz makes us eat vegetables…eww…disgusting!
Room 36 loves it on a Friday when we’re biking,
Lachlan makes the music and Cooper does the gardening.
We are such a great class it really is astonishing,
Everyday our hearts are pounding.
This term our students have enjoyed weekly dance, hockey and gymnastics lessons. It has been
fantastic to see our students participating and enjoying these specialist classes. We also got to
celebrate our PBS achievements with crazy hat day and raise money for a good cause by wearing
jeans on Denim Day.
Thank you for all of your support throughout the year. The boys and I appreciate all of you.
Ashlee Scholz

At Riverside, we continue to emphasize the importance of
washing hands properly, covering coughs and sneezes,
and staying home from school if you are sick.
Thank you to all parents and carers for your ongoing
support.
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Hello families! The children all enjoyed wearing a crazy hat to celebrate for our positive behaviour reward
day. We had some excellent homemade hats, which must have taken ages to make. Thank you to our parents
for making this day even more exciting.

The children all spoke and performed at our class WHAS assembly. Everybody had a speaking part and spoke
or signed very clearly. All of the students worked very hard to learn a song on the xylaphone which was
written by our musical class member Ayla. All of the children sang along to the tune and performed it
beautifully to the whole assembly. The adults were all very proud of the class.
A huge congratulations
to Aidan for winning
Aussie of the Month
award.

We hope that all of our
fathers and grandfathers had
a beautiful Father’s Day. We
hope you enjoyed the gifts we
made you!
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Greetings to the families of Room 4 students.
Well here we are in Week 9 in what has been a productive and enjoyable term 3. The students have
been working hard to achieve their learning goals as well as having some fun in Dance and
Gymnastics along the way. The Year Six students have been attending high school transition
throughout the term and have enjoyed visiting their new school in preparation for next year.
In week 5 we implemented our class café project, The Possum Café. The café is run entirely by the
students with minimal assistance from staff. Students are tasked with researching the cost of
ingredients to find the best buys, preparing food items as well as sales and customer service. The
students undertake the tasks with enthusiasm and their efforts have paid off with many staff from
both schools accessing our service. Riverside is a wonderful school to be a part of and the staff and
students of Room 4 appreciate the support we have received in this venture.
With just two weeks of Term 3 remaining, we will continue to work hard and look forward to the
two week break, ready for a busy Term 4.
Michelle Anderson
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Welcome to Week 9, Term 3!
It is less than two weeks until the holidays then the countdown to graduation for our Year 6’s begins.
Transition to high school has begun. Our year 6 students are very excited to have the opportunity
to spend time at their high school of choice, meeting teachers and new friends. There is so much to
take in and they have enjoyed their time whilst been nervous about the challenges and changes that
high school brings. We are fortunate to be able to provide an extensive transition program that
prepares our students in transitioning to high school within a safe and supportive environment.
We have had many opportunities this term to participate in active incursions. Hockey, dance and
gymnastics being the highlights. We have been able to learn and develop new skills whilst working
with students from other classes.

3 TEACHER - Extend dominant index
finger and thumb and move this
formation backwards and forwards at
side of head.

Learning a new language can be difficult. We have been
learning Key Word Sign (KWS) along with using PODD books
to assist students with complex communication needs.
Signing songs are a highlight and it is wonderful to see that
skills we are learning in fun and engaging ways transfer to
our everyday interactions. The more that we learn, the more
motivated we are to learn more signs. Students are thinking
about KWS during the day and asking for new signs to be
taught to help with their communication. Use of the PODD
books has also increased as we now have 5 books within the
classroom. The students are keen to learn a new way of
communicating and are becoming very quick at working
their way throughout the book.
We wish all our families a safe and happy holiday. We look
forward to welcoming everyone back for Term 4 – a very
busy and exciting term for us all.

Mrs Mattin

PLEASE REMEMBER: NO HOME-PREPARED FOOD FOR SHARING AT SCHOOL
Food prepared at home cannot be shared. Amongst other things, this impacts birthday celebrations
and any food brought into the school canteen or staffroom.
Cooking classes are able to continue with supervision to ensure there is no sharing of food or shared
plates.
As soon as there is an easing of restrictions we will inform you of revised school practices.
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The Great Vegie Crunch
On Friday 18th September we are going to be having a whole school Vegie Crunch Event which is an
initiative to try to encourage children to eat more vegetables. We will be seeing how loud the
children can crunch their vegetables and recording the noise level on a Crunch-o-Meter. The
children will be sharing some vegetable facts and jokes and making a Vegie Super hero poster for
display. We have also received some seeds which we will be planting that day. We look forward to
seeing everyone involved in the fun.

Gymnastics Sessions
We have been lucky enough to have Infinity Gym Sports come to our school each Thursday for a
couple of hours from week 5 to week 10 to provide gymnastics sessions for our students. The
children have learnt the pike, straddle and tuck position. We have been practicing our side, forward
and backwards rolls down wedge mats. The children have been able to have a turn on lots of
amazing gymnastics equipment to practice our balance and strength of holding our bodies up. All
the children have thoroughly enjoyed their time at gymnastics and are excited each week to see
what new skills they will learn.
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FACTION CARNIVAL
What an amazing day! Perfect weather, wonderfully behaved students, exceptional student
performances, a smoothly run program organised by Michael Staples and fantastic crowd support
by parents and carers. Not to mention the delicious onsite catering by our fabulous P&C. Thank you
to everyone for your part in making this Faction Carnival a memorable one.
And although we place no emphasis on competitive outcomes, everyone is keen to know the faction
scores for the whole school, so here they are:
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