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PRINCIPAL COMMENTS
BREAKFAST – Extend dominant index
and middle fingers. Hold slightly
cupped non-dominant hand in front of
body, palm up. Place dominant hand
formation, palm up, on non-dominant
hand them move upwards in circles as
though scooping from a bowl.

Hello Everyone,
I trust you are keeping warm and looking after yourselves and each other as
we transition through winter. As our teachers will tell you later in this
newsletter, school is very much back to business as usual with busy days, full
programs and terrific student engagement. But first, a few items to note from
my desk:
COVID-19: Thank you everyone for your support and consideration during
the difficult C-19 times. As things are returning to a ‘new normal’ it is still
important to be vigilant and cautious. We continue our compliance with
Government and Department of Education advice and to inform you of what
that means for schooling by way of letter and email. At the moment
remaining on the school site after dropping off your child is discouraged as is
entering your child’s classroom (unless by prior appointment). Let’s all keep
safe!

LUNCH – Move open dominant hand,
bent at third knuckles, thumb under,
across chin.

Cold Symptoms: Children should remain at home if they have any cold or flulike symptoms.
Condolences: You would be aware of the tragic road accident that occurred
a few weeks ago. As a school community our hearts, thoughts and prayers
are extended to the family. I thank you all for your enquiries and offers of
support which have been passed on to the family.
Swimming Lessons: Although the chilly and dreary weather may not be
conducive to swimming it is great to see the high participation rate for our P2 students attending swimming lessons. On my visits to the pool it is great to
see the students in the water and engaging with instructors. I would like to
thank all our staff who volunteer to go in the water to assist the DoE qualified
instructors.

DINNER – Place crooked extended
index finger of dominant hand below
lower lip. Tap chin with crooked finger,
twice.
The above images and text are from
“Getting Started with Key Word Sign”,
published by Key Word Sign Australia, a
business name of Scope Australia. Included
with permission.
https://shop.scopeaust.org.au/shop/gettin
g-started-key-word-sign-auslan-edition/
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(continued from front page)
School Assemblies: School Assemblies are now back to a normal schedule. Parents may attend on site. If your
child is receiving an Award you will be notified prior to the Assembly. Please see our school website for
Assembly dates.
School Board: If you are interested in joining our Riverside Schools Board as a parent or community
representative please let me know. Meetings are held twice a Term during school hours. Our next meeting is
on September 18.
Uniform: It is fantastic to see students in the new uniform shirt; it looks very smart. See below for more
information on how to get your full complement of three new polo shirts for the price of one.
Crazy Hat Day: The P&C will be running a ‘crazy hat’ day on Friday 21 August Week 5. I am looking forward
to seeing a crazy display of hats on the day!
Best regards,
Jim Douglas, Principal

New School Uniform Polo Shirt Looks Great – Transition by Year End
In our last newsletter we let you know how to obtain three new
uniform tops for the price of one! In case you missed it, here is how it
works:
Polo One: That’s easy – you already have your first one.
Polo Two: Buy one new polo at Hot Klobba and make sure you
retain the receipt. Some of you have already done this too.
Please note the pandemic has partially impacted overseas
supply, so some sizes may be temporarily unavailable.
Polo 3: Bring your Hot Klobba receipt to the school office for passing to the P&C -- you will
need to complete a brief form – and the P&C will provide you with your third polo at no
cost.
The old uniform polo is being phased out over Terms 3 and 4 this year. Starting Term 1 2021, only
the new school polo complies with our school dress code.

Important Dates
Aug 21
Sep 9-10
Sep 11
Sep 16
Sep 25
Oct 13
Dec 17

–
–
–
–
–
–
–

P&C Fundraiser: CRAZY HAT DAY
P&C Fundraiser: Fathers’ Day stalls
Faction Carnival
P&C Fundraiser: Free Dress Day
Term 3 ends
Students commence Term 4
Students conclude the 2020 school year
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News from Classrooms

To all parents and carers associated with Room 31, our
education team hopes this update finds you healthy of
body and mind in what are still very unusual times.
We have pleasure in welcoming the Smith family to our
classroom this term. Seth is settling in well with his
new classmates and staff. We look forward to 1 Our Spunky Little Monkeys went Ding Dong,
Clap Clap, Stomp Stomp Shake Shake!
working together with his parents towards
wonderful outcomes for him.
In our classroom one of the most enjoyable aspects of our routine is Story Time. It is very calming
for most of our students, in addition to being a vital part of developing their receptive language
skills. These skills are vital for beginning to understand and interpret meaning from text when
learning to read.
Children can never be read too many stories. Several studies show that reading to your child
improves their development and educational performance. When you read together at home, enjoy
taking time to discuss the cover illustration on the book and predict what the story may be about.
Talk about who is in the story, what they are doing and might be feeling, where the story takes place
and what happens there.
Our students really enjoy multiple readings of the same picture book too, so don’t be afraid to read
favourite stories repeatedly.
You may like to look in your local library or online for some of the
following picture books enjoyed by our students:
1.

Spunky Little Monkey by Bill Martin Jnr and Michael Sampson

2.

The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry and the Big Hungry
Bear by Don and Audrey Wood

3.

Press Here by Herve Tullet

4.

Mix it Up by Herve Tullet

5.

Wreck It Rex by Ben Clanton

6.

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

7.

We’re Going On a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen

8.

Pete the Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons by Eric Litwin

9.

Rattletrap Car by Phyllis Root and Jill Barton

10. What’s In My Lunchbox? by Peter Carnavas and Kat Chadwick

Our little mice, red ripe
strawberries and big hungry
bear look beautiful!

Glen Webber and the Staff of Room 31
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It has been a busy start to Term 3 for Room 35: horse riding,
dancing and swimming, and we welcomed another EA and a new
student to our class. Room 35 would like to welcome Mitchell
and his family to our school. We look forward to getting to know
him over the rest of the year.
Some of our students have commenced horse riding and have
already demonstrated wonderful skills. They are able to sit
confidently on a horse and ride it around the area. It has been
pleasing to hear the students having such a great time learning
about how to care for horses and how to safely interact with them.
Another activity some of the students have started this term is dancing. Over the last few weeks the
students have really started to learn the moves and are becoming very coordinated dancers.
Cooking has returned to the learning schedule. The students have had fun making a hungry
caterpillar smoothie. We used all the fruit that the hungry caterpillar eats in the story. It was an
interesting taste that surprisingly most
students loved. They have also made a face
portrait with pancakes and fruit. There
were some funny creations that were
gobbled up at the end of the lesson.
Every day in weeks 3 and 4, the students went to the pool to attend
their swimming lessons. It was a tiring time for them but they had
a great time and were commendable for their behaviour in and out
of the pool. The students will be looking forward to receiving their
swimming certificates in the coming week or so and seeing if they
have passed their swim level.
Gymnastics is next. It will be interesting to see what challenges lie
ahead for the students and what new skills they will learn.
A friendly reminder to my parents, if you haven’t already joined
seesaw, please do. Pictures are regularly posted to the app to show
what the students have been doing in the classroom and any fun activities they are involved in. It is
a great tool to help communicate with your child about what they have done or participated in that
day at school.
To parents and carers of students attending horse-riding, now that swimming has finished we are
back to our normal schedule. On Wednesdays, please remember to dress your child in long pants
and socks and a jumper. We are still having wet, cold weather so please continue to send your child
to school with warm clothes and a change of clothes in their bag.
Mrs Gollan, Ms Somerton, Mrs Baker, Mrs Tilbee and Mrs Douglas
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Hello Families,
Term 3 is well underway with lots of activities
recommencing, including: assemblies; faction sport
practice; dance; hockey and swimming lessons! I am
so impressed with the effort and stamina of all the
students from Room 11 in participating in all of
these activities. You are all superstars!
In week 1 Room 11 participated in Art, Maths and
English activities relating to The Very Hungry
Caterpillar. The students loved this story. It is a
great book for counting, sequencing days of the
week, talking about healthy and unhealthy food and
the life cycle of the butterfly.
Students have also been enjoying role playing with
a class shop. We have a cash register, money and
mini items for students to buy or sell depending on
the role they are playing. This is a great interactive
way for students to consolidate learning around
money in maths lessons.
This semester in HASS we are focusing on Aboriginal
culture and Australian Animals. We shall be looking
at aspects such as shelter, clothing, painting,
dancing, food and dreamtime stories. We will then
be looking at Australian animals with students
conducting some research and writing a report on
the animal of their choice.
Later this term we look forward to participating in
the whole school faction carnival in week 8.
Students have been practicing all of the events with
Mrs Carvell and in whole-school sports lessons. I am
sure the carnival day will be great fun for all.
I look forward to updating you all later in the term.
Mrs Cairns
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We have had a very busy but fun start to term 3!
During weeks 2 and 3 we have been swimming at the local
pool. Our students have been practising kicking, floating,
freestyle and engaging in many other fun water activities.
We have also been participating in Hockey on Thursday
mornings. Our class has been engaging in many games to
improve coordination, gross motor skills and build
impressive hockey skills. Everyone has enjoyed getting to
know their peers better from other classes too!
On Wednesday mornings this term we have been dancing
our hearts off with Infinite Limits – a Perth-based dance
fitness company. We have enjoyed busting a move and
ripping up the dance floor!

Miss Robinson
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Although this year has been quite different to others with Covid changing how we do things, such
as washing our hands all the time and social distancing rules, one thing that hasn’t changed is the
amount of work we are doing in Room 33.
In Health this term our students have been learning about how to care for their bodies and look
after their wellbeing. This has included brushing of teeth, the importance of showering, washing
hair and how everyone can help stop the spread of germs.
Some of the activities have included making a toothbrush poster that outlines important messages
such as ‘we must not share our toothbrush’, ‘we must brush our teeth twice a day’ and ‘we need to
replace our toothbrush regularly’. Students have also learned that if you cover your cough and cover
your sneeze, then you won’t spread the disease.
In History this term we have started learning about how transport has developed from past to
present, as well as sequencing how motor vehicles have changed over the years on a timeline. The
next topic is looking at different significant celebrations in Australia like Australia Day and
celebrations in other countries, for example Chinese New Year and Thanksgiving.
We are continuing to participate in dance lessons each week on a Wednesday. It is so much fun
learning different routines to some cool music. I can definitely say that all of Room 33 are
demonstrating great listening skills and some even better dance moves.

3Curtis is showing us the toothbrush he made

as well as his sparkling clean teeth.

2Aspen is showing us his ‘Cover Your Cough’
poster
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Hello families and friends of our students in Room 36,
It’s hard to believe we are almost half way through our term! This term we have been lucky
enough to welcome Miss Chloe to Room 36. The boys have welcomed her and it already feels like
she has been with us for much longer than four weeks.
This term we have enjoyed our Hockey sessions. The students are all enjoying learning hockey
skills and playing games. We have been focussing on resilience in our classroom and hockey has
been a great opportunity to implement some of our resilience strategies. In our classroom we call
it ‘bouncing back’. I encourage all of our students to push through the daily challenges life throws
at them by bouncing back.
We have also been lucky enough to have a dance specialist attend our school for dance lessons.
The participation from the boys in our classroom is something all of our students should be proud
of. They are all great dancers and have a much better sense of rhythm than myself!

4William, Cooper and Rory are working up some excellent rhythm.

We are so proud to say that one of our boys, Bailey Walkley, was chosen to represent our school
at the Interschool Cross Country Carnival. Bailey had a great day and we were all so pleased for
him!
In recent weeks, our students have been describing characters using adjectives as well as starting
their sentences with different beginnings. I am AMAZED at some of the paragraphs coming from
our students. Some of these paragraphs were so good that Mr Douglas got to read them.
Thank you for all of your support so far this term, I look forward to seeing what our 10 boys will
achieve this semester. We have lots of fun things to look forward to.
Ashlee Scholz
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Hello families! Our students have all been working
extremely hard this term.
In English, they have been reading ‘Lost and Found’.
The students are learning key word signs from the
book and telling our own stories through sign and
through PODD. The children have been writing their
own penguin stories and using lots of exciting words.
Bellissimo! In cooking lessons, the students have been making beautiful pasta from scratch.
Everyone has been trying and tasting all of the delicious food we have made. Parents, you might like
to note the students have all been cleaning the dishes and washing up after themselves. They’ve
been fantastic!

The students have been enjoying dance lessons too. Everyone has been joining in and taking part.
Hockey lessons are adding even more to the students’ abilities to acquire new skills and enhance
their coordination and general wellbeing. They have been learning how to participate as a team
player within games.

Our class have been celebrating NAIDOC Week. The children have been
making scratch maps of Australia and creating boomerangs with colours from
the Aboriginal flag.
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Hello to the families of Room 4 students.
Firstly, I would like to introduce myself. My name is Michelle Anderson and I have the pleasure of
replacing Rebecca Whiteley who is currently on maternity leave, as the teacher in Room 4 for the
remainder of 2020. Many of you may have seen me around the school in my previous role, however
I am looking forward to meeting you all personally as we discuss student IEP’s for Semester 2.
This term is shaping up to be a busy one. Students have been participating in Dance, Hockey and
Gymnastics sessions. It has been wonderful to see the children participate in these activities with so
much enthusiasm.
Our Year 6 students will begin high school transition later this term, a new and exciting time for
them.
Last Friday saw students from Rooms 4 and 10 conduct the whole school assembly. Despite being
somewhat nervous performing to an audience, they did a fantastic job and we are very proud of
them.

A highlight of this semester is the class Café project. The students have been busy preparing for the
opening of the ‘Possum Café’ in week 5. Each week will see them research and budget for the cost
of ingredients, prepare food items and take responsibility for serving and sales. The students are all
very excited about this project so be sure to ask them about it.
We are all looking forward to a fantastic 2nd Semester.
Michelle Anderson
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Welcome to Semester 2! It has been good to touch base with families and therapists regarding the
setting of new goals for this semester – and what a busy semester this is already turning out to be.
Thoughts are turning to high school for our Year 6 students. Visits from Halls Head Education
Support Centre teachers have already commenced and we look forward to going to the college in
Week 6 to look around at the facilities and classrooms some of our students will be using next year.
This week we have had our assembly. Lots of nervous students did a wonderful job at speaking into
the microphone. Our signing song was a hit with the whole school joining us. Morning tea with our
parents after was great as they got to meet other parents and look through all the good work we
have been doing.
Our cooking lessons have started again. We are cooking low cost, healthy foods. So far this term we
have made rissoles, noodle mince and vegetable stuffed potatoes. All students are enjoying the
lessons, demonstrating safety with the knives and good hygiene practices. Along with enjoying the
cooking process we are learning about the food groups as per the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating,
working out what the benefit food gives us. Extending this we are also looking at what information
the Nutritional Panel on packaged food tells us. The best part of the lessons, according to the
students, is the eating of the food! Lucky we have such good cooks.
We have been reading books by Dr Seuss this
term. They are great books to read aloud and
we have accumulated quite a few books to
read during silent reading. As a whole class we
have read Horton Hears a Who, Cat in the Hat
and Thidwick the Big-Hearted Moose. We are
looking at descriptive words that describe the
characters and setting, sequencing of events as
well as getting creative with art work.
It’s amazing how quickly the weeks just fly by
when we are having so much fun with our
learning.
Mrs Mattin

HEAD LICE: Some children are arriving at school with
head lice. Both Education & Health Department
guidelines instruct schools on how to manage this issue.
Whilst the school can assist with a basic application of
hair and scalp conditioner, we cannot provide a full treatment hence there may be times that your
child will need to remain home until the infestation is appropriately addressed. If you have any
questions or queries on this matter I would encourage you to contact your child’s Teacher.
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City of Mandurah
Access and Inclusion Plan

The City of Mandurah is seeking community
input into the development of a revised Access
and Inclusion Plan (AIP) 2020-2025.
The purpose of the AIP is to ensure that all
people, including people with disability, are
welcomed and included in the City of Mandurah
and have equitable access to:








Services and events
Buildings and facilities
Accessible Information
Quality of Service or Customer Service
Complaints
Consultation
Employment

Get involved and join a community session
Register to attend an online or face to face
community focus group:
Wednesday 26 August, 9.30 - 11.30am Inperson session at Mandurah Performing Arts
Centre
Thursday 27 August, 4 - 6pm In-person
session at Billy Dower Youth Centre for 12-25
year olds
Wednesday 2 September, 5.30 - 7pm Online
session

We want to include your ideas on how we can
make our community more accessible and
inclusive for everyone.

Light refreshments, accessible parking and
Auslan interpreter available for in person
sessions.
Complete a survey
Online survey available via
mandurahmatters.com.au or request a hard
copy survey (available in various formats) by
phoning 9550 3256.
For more information
Contact the City’s Community Development
Officer (Access and Inclusion) Fiona Allen on
9550 3256 or
Fiona.Allen@mandurah.wa.gov.au or Leanda
Syme on 9389 9930 or leanda@e-qual.net
Registrations are essential for all focus groups
and the survey closes Wednesday 16
September.
Find out more at mandurahmatters.com.au
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