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PRINCIPAL COMMENTS
HAPPY – Clap heels of open cupped
hands together twice, hands moving in
small outward circles.

Hello Everyone,
Let me begin by telling you how delighted I am to have every one of our 80
students back at school as we return to semi-normal operations. We still
can’t have whole-school assemblies but most everything else is back on the
agenda. That includes sports activities and as reported on later in this
newsletter, I proudly pass on my congratulations to every student who
participated in the cross country event last week. You are all champions.
COVID-19 has not gone away but as a community and a school we have
embraced so much that will make attending to any future outbreak a little
bit easier. Working in close collaboration with Principal Peter Dunning and
his primary school staff, our collective education, support and maintenance
teams have been extraordinary in their determination to meet every
demand and deliver in a spirit of goodwill. Children learn so much from role
modelling, and from my perspective, they have high benchmarks to which
to aspire. Thanks everyone, for your patience, your ongoing support and
your faith in us as educators.

SAD - Place edge of index finger of open
dominant hand, palm in, on chin and
move up and forward slightly. (May
move this hand formation down in
front of face with sad facial expression.)

There are a few items to bring to your attention but I will be brief:
Staff change: In Room 4, Rebecca Whiteley has taken maternity leave, for
which we wish her well and look forward to greeting her newborn. Newly
qualified teacher Michelle Anderson, who comes to us with a wealth of
education support experience, has picked up the reins.

SICK / ILLNESS – Extend dominant little
finger. Slide little finger edge down
same side of upper chest. (May use two
hands).

The new uniform polo shirt is here and available. Between now and the end
of 2020, both the new and replaced shirts can be worn. From 2021, only the
new uniform top is to be worn to school. See the page 2 for more about the
Student Dress Policy.

The above images and text are from
“Getting Started with Key Word Sign”,
published by Key Word Sign Australia, a
business name of Scope Australia. Included
with permission.
https://shop.scopeaust.org.au/shop/gettin
g-started-key-word-sign-auslan-edition/

Cold weather demands all of us dress to stay warm. Within the guidelines …
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(continued from front page) … of the abovementioned policy, please make sure your child attends school
dressed to keep their bodies warm and contribute to keeping colds and flu at bay. Research shows that
children are less able than adults to regulate their body temperature or respond adequately to changes in
weather.
Head lice have again made their presence felt at school. Both Education & Health Department guidelines
instruct schools on how to manage such cases. There may be times when your child will need to remain home
until appropriately treated. If you have any questions or queries on this matter, please contact your child’s
Teacher.
Finally, may I extend my best wishes to each and every one of you for a safe and enjoyable holiday period
and look forward to seeing all our wonderful students back for Term 3.
Best regards,
Jim Douglas, Principal

School Uniform Changeover and Dress Code Update
The new polo t-shirt is here. The changeover to the new uniform has
been made as affordable as possible – three shirts for the price of one!
Here is how it works:
Step One: A new polo will be provided by the school for
school photos this week. After each class has completed their
photos, the students take their shirt home – without cost.
Step Two: Buy one new polo at Hot Klobba and make sure
you retain the receipt.
Step 3: Bring the receipt to the school office for passing to the P&C -- you will need to
complete a brief form – and the P&C will provide you with your third shirt. Again, without
cost.
The School Board has approved a change to the Student Dress Policy to include the change of
uniform. The revised policy is refreshed for ease of reading and has a one-page summary to list what
dress items are acceptable and what is not permitted at a glance.
Please note, under no circumstances is a hoody acceptable, whether part of a jacket, jumper or
other item. The full Student Dress Policy is accessible on our website under the Information tab.

Important Dates
Jun 24
Jul 03
Jul 21
Aug 03
Sep 25

–
–
–
–
–

School Photos
Term 2 Ends
Students return for Term 3
Years Pre-Primary to Year 2 Swimming Lessons
Term 3 ends
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News from Classrooms

Room 4 students have been really enjoying their morning sports sessions with Miss Carvell. They
have been practicing their throwing and catching skills as well has participating in some fun team
games. They also took part in the school cross country. It was wonderful to watch their team spirit,
cheering on classmates as they run the course.
Mrs Margot has been teaching us some different art skills. The students have been looking at artists
such as Gustav Klimt and produced some works based on these styles. These works make a beautiful
display in Room 4 and the students have progressed well in art as a result.
Miss Whiteley has taken maternity leave from Friday 18th June. We will all miss her and are looking
forward to meeting her new arrival.
We would like to welcome Mrs Michelle Anderson as classroom teacher to Room 4. Mrs Anderson
is already familiar with our students and staff and is looking forward to her new role.

It is hard to believe that we are now half way through the year. Reports are now finished and we
are now busy doing initial assessments in readiness for Semester 2’s IEP’s.
Following a short time off due to Covid19 all our students have now returned and resettled back
into school routines. We have had the pleasure of the company of Rubi and Kyi in our room for most
of the term. Rubi and Kyi have helped with spelling and maths and joined in with structured play
sessions. They even joined us on the bike track!
Some of the structure of our English sessions have changed and we have introduced guided reading.
Guided reading is an instructional approach that involves a teacher working with a small group of
students who demonstrate similar reading behaviours. The focus is on meaning as well as using
problem-solving strategies to figure out words they don't know, deal with difficult sentence
structure, and understand concepts or ideas they have never before encountered. It is wonderful to
hear students enjoying sharing reading strategies and engaging with the chapter books.
Math is also seeing some changes. With the completion of this semester’s reports new concepts are
beginning to be introduced. Students are working in small groups, rotating between different
activities. Following the whole class explicit teaching of a new concept students break into small
groups with a focus on each rotation designed to learn the new concept. Previous concepts are also
covered giving students time to consolidate and apply their knowledge in a variety of ways.
With the holidays nearly upon us we wish everyone a safe and happy holiday. Enjoy the time with
your children and rest up before the start of what is beginning to look like a very busy end to the
school year.
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Hello Families,
It is hard to believe that term 2 is almost over! Room
11 have been working steadily through all of our
programs. I have been so pleased with all students’
effort this term as we have had to catch up in some
areas due to last term’s disruptions. Well done
everyone!
Students have been working hard on addition in Maths and
their spelling and reading in English. All students have identified
their own personal early warning signs and 5 trusted adults to
have on their network hand, who they can talk to if they feel
unsafe in Protective Behaviours lessons. Thank you to all
parents / carers who helped to identify appropriate adults for
the students to choose from. And I have been very impressed
with the progress in drawing skills through Art for Kids Hub and
lessons with Mrs Margot.
At the start of week 8 students (and staff) enjoyed a
sausage sizzle as a Positive Behaviour Support reward!
Both schools have been working on collecting 6000
‘Gotcha Tickets’ for displaying our school values of
Respect, Responsibility and Aspire. This target was
reached ahead of expectation, fantastic effort everyone!
I hope you have a fantastic winter break. Stay safe and
warm everyone.
Mrs Cairns

Hello families and carers of Room 19, we have been very busy this
term striving to achieve our goals!
This term in cooking we have been making lunches using bread. We
have tried toasted cheese sandwiches, tomato soup and even ham
and salad! Many of our students said they enjoyed the ham and salad
sandwich and ate the whole thing!
In health we have been exploring concept circles and healthy lifestyle
choices. This includes moving our bodies each day through yoga,
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jiggle jam, kicking the ball with other students and staff and morning play time. Going out in the
morning to move our bodies has allowed our students to create close friendships.
Our students have been busy smashing their English and Maths goals this term which has made me
super proud! They have loved exploring the concept of measurement this term in maths as well as
looking at patterns, extending our counting, engaging with money activities and practicing addition.
In English, students have been engaged with learning their
letters and sounds, sight words and spelling words. We
have been practicing reading and writing each day and have
constructed many stories as a class. It is amazing to see how
these stories have developed over the term to involve more
detail.
On the 17th of June some of our students participated in
the school cross country. The students were very excited
and ran their absolute hearts out. I am so proud of you all
for giving it your best!

To all parents and carers associated with Room 31, I hope this finds you all healthy and happy in
these unusual times.
As semester two draws to an end, our school still keeps growing and I would like to welcome the
Holt family to Riverside ESC. Connor joined us earlier this term and is a very enthusiastic participant
in our program.
After the interruptions to the students’ schooling, it has taken a little while for them all to settle
back into the routines of the classroom. One that is very calming and terrific for self-regulation is
our Sensory Play routine. Daily, the children engage with materials that satisfy curiosity, allow us to
introduce new spoken and PODD vocabulary and develop the children’s bodies in myriad ways, from
crossing midlines to bi-lateral integration to developing muscle strength and tone.
It is a routine the children thoroughly enjoy, as the photos demonstrate.
LEFT TO RIGHT:
Xavier is exploring the
shaving cream.
Valli thinks the shaving
cream is great fun.
Corbyn enjoys playing
with the Moon Sand
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Wow what a crazy, different, busy term this has been. We are finally feeling a little normal and
settling back into routines since the Covid-19 disruption. Students have been busy working toward
ticking off their IEP goals and it has been such a pleasure writing reports. I am extremely proud of
each student’s demonstration of resilience, the knowledge that they have retained after having time
away from the classroom and the effort they have applied to their learning.
In Geography this term we have been learning about the difference in climate between Australia
and Europe. Thank goodness we don’t get as cold in winter as Europe, we are already feeling these
frosty mornings. We are now learning about 2 different native animals: the Lion, King of the African
Jungle and the Red Squirrel that runs up and down trees in the forests of England.
In Maths this term we have been looking
at geometric shapes, both 2D and 3D
shapes, and how they are located
everywhere in our environment.
In Health the students have been busy
learning about some of the different
organs of the body: the brain, lungs and
heart. They all play a vital part in keeping
us alive. It is important that we look after
our body by eating healthy, exercising
and making good choices.
Curtis has located a circle clock.

Dane has discovered that the
oven is square-shaped.

Hello to everyone. It has been a busy few weeks
in Room 35. The students have completed some
lovely artwork for reconciliation week which
matched the theme “In this together”. They
completed maps of Australia which they first
coloured with brightly coloured wax crayons.
Then the students painted over their map with
some edicol dye, which added a great effect to
the whole picture. The students also got
creative by drawing symbols on a paper body to
represent how they see themselves. When finished they were put together, holding hands to show
that our class is “in this together”.
The students also enjoyed listening to an Aboriginal dreamtime story called How the Birds got their
Colours. After reading the story, they then created their own colourful birds, which are proudly
displayed on the windows next to their amazing Aboriginal flags and artwork. Room 35 looks
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forward to learning more about Aboriginal dreamtime stories; our next one will be Tiddalick the
Frog.
It has been pleasing to our students working so hard to
achieve their learning goals. They have learned how to sort
pictures of everyday items into shape groups of tall, short,
heavy and light. They have also been learning about the five
food groups and what food belongs in them. There has been
some interesting discussion over what qualifies as healthy
food. We have been looking at community helpers,
especially about police officers: what they do in their job,
where they work and what tools they need. The students used their fine motor skills to collage their
own police body and then added their own face to become police officers for the day.
In Science with Mrs Edwards, the students have
also been investigating plants, including types of
plants and what they need to grow. They have
created some beautiful pictures of flowers using
their handprints.
A reminder to our parents - please remember to
send your child in with warm clothes as the days
are getting a lot colder now and also a change of
clothes because we are in the rainy season.
Despite our best efforts there are still times that clothes do get wet for some reason.
The staff from Room 35 wishes all our families a safe holidays and we look forward to see everyone
back for the start of Semester 2.
Mrs Gollan, Mrs Tilbee, Mrs Douglas and Mrs Somerton

Hello families of Room 36!
I am writing this so grateful
that we are all together once
again. It is hard to believe that
this time last term was filled
with so much uncertainty. This
term has certainly flown by
and the children have proven
themselves to be incredibly
resilient in their ability to

Here are some happy snaps from our cooking lesson on Thursday
Week 8 where we baked cookies and enjoyed them with a cup of
Milo. Pictured is William and Cooper enjoying their cookies.
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attend school and participate in our learning programs with so much stress occurring in the world.
Last term, I promised the children a pizza party for all of their hard work throughout the term. Due
to COVID-19 this pizza party never got to occur. When the students began to return this term I said
we could use the pizza party as a celebration of all being together again. On the day of the party, I
ordered the pizza and displayed the Domino’s Pizza Tracker on the Interactive Whiteboard. It is safe
to say that the hour long pizza wait was the longest hour of their lives! We all enjoyed eating pizza
together and celebrating our classroom being whole again.
I am so proud of our students for their hard work throughout this semester, working towards
achieving their IEP goals. The level of achievement in our classroom is something all students should
be proud of given the circumstances of the last few months. They have all worked incredibly hard
and demonstrated persistence when mastering new concepts. This term, I have implemented a
Math Warm Up where students practice their times tables. At the beginning of the term the
students needed a lot of assistance in completing their times table charts. Now, all of the children
have mastered the times table they were working on and have moved onto learning their next set
of times tables. It is incredible to watch our students learn and grow.
We have recently welcomed two new students to our classroom and our classroom has grown to
10 students. I look forward to the adventure that Semester 2 brings and can’t wait to see our
students continue to shine.

Hello families! The children have been working extremely
hard this term and have certainly made up for lost time
with the prolonged Covid-19 break. The class have
certainly had some very exciting success stories with our
reading and writing. From moving up four book levels, to
writing two full pages of A4.
In Room 37, the students have been using sign language
as part of their daily phonics and reading programmes.
One of our students can now sign her whole reading book
independently! Everyone is so proud of her. What an
excellent achievement! We celebrate everyone’s
achievements as a class and support each other with our
learning.
The students have been doing afternoon yoga sessions
every day, which have been working really well. The
children are learning relaxation techniques, how to control their breathing and learning a new yoga
position every week.
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In cooking lessons, the students have been making
healthy easy-to-make snacks, including salad wraps and a
traffic light sandwich! The children have also been
preparing hot meals on the stove such as bangers and
mash with gravy and a tasty noodle stir fry. Everyone is
joining in with washing their own dishes afterwards and
cleaning up after themselves.

As part of our health programme, the children are also
learning the importance of brushing their teeth to have healthy mouths.
One of our students has created her very own
song. As a class, we have all been learning and
practising how to play the notes of this song on
small xylophones. The students are working
towards performing the song as a whole class
one day. Stay tuned for what is sure to be an
excellent performance!

On Wednesday May 27th, our schools once again celebrated the National Simultaneous Storytime
which features a wonderful Australian Book each year. The book this year was titled Whitney and
Britney: Chicken Divas, written and illustrated by Lucinda Gifford. Lucinda's book is a hilarious and
sparkly story about two chickens who sleep by day but turn into jazz singers at night.
Students from both schools participated in the event by reading the story to their class and
completing some fun art activities as well. Some of this fabulous artwork is displayed in the Library
for all to enjoy. Thank you to all the classes that participated in this year’s event and we look forward
to a new and exciting book next year.

Wilma Jeffers, Library Officer
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During the first half of this
year,
students
have
explored the art elements
of line, shape, colour and
texture while creating
visual artworks.
Students in rooms 31 and
35 have enjoyed learning
how to make the secondary
colours of orange, green
and purple by mixing two
primary colours together.
Rooms 11, 19 and 33 have
created
interesting
artworks by using different
types of natural and manmade
textures.
Older
students have focused on
creating shades and tints by
mixing black or white to a
colour, as well as on using
natural and expressive
colours in art.
Students have also been observing a
variety of famous artworks and types, and
learning to express their opinions and
thoughts about them in a respectful
manner. For example, we looked at the
work of Timothy Sorsdahl, whose image
‘Reflections’ is pictured here. Sorsdahl
uses expressive colours and lots of lines
for movement in his creations.
It has been wonderful to see our
students’ creative confidence develop and
I am pleased at the progress they have
made.
I look forward to the next busy and productive semester when we will also be looking at Dance.
Margot Schmidt
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On Wednesday 17th June we had
our school cross country event.
Many of the children were excited
to compete in the big race they
had been practicing for in sport.
Unfortunately, on the day it rained
quite heavily, causing two races to
be rescheduled for Friday 19th
June, which ended up being a
perfect winter’s day! However,
most of the races managed to
escape the rain and all the
students ran well against the high
winds they were facing.
The winning faction from the event
was gold with 214 points, followed
by red (203), Green (183) and Blue
(169). That said, every student
who participated was a winner, so
well done to everyone who tried
their hardest.
Thank you to teachers Michael
Staples (RPS) and Melissa Carvell (RESC) for organising the event.

HorsePower Murray Mandurah – Support Needed
At some stage during their learning journey at our school, each student has an opportunity to attend
riding lessons at Horsepower Murray Mandurah. The benefits are obvious and amazing: growth of
self-esteem, increased confidence, improved coordination, development of listening skills and so
on. However, due to COVID-19 restrictions, cancelled fundraising activities have affected the
centre’s capacity to run programs.
To help raise funds the centre is holding an online Tupperware Party. This style of Tupperware party
is different to the traditional party as you don’t actually attend anyone’s house for a demonstration,
you can quite simply go on line and see what Tupperware has to offer at present and order. The
order can be placed at any time during the ‘online party’ time and will be delivered to your door
anywhere in Australia for the flat rate of $12.95 (if you and one or 2 friends join together you can
share the shipping cost).
Link for people on FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1404071823137263/;
Alternative link: click here, or contact Belinda Brown (sec.) bellehorsepowermm@westnet.com.au
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First Nations People with Disability issues paper
Publisher:

Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and
Exploitation of People with Disability

Publication date:

9 June 2020

This issues paper on the experiences of First Nations people with disability is asking the public to
share their views about what they think governments, institutions and communities can do to
prevent violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation of First Nations peoples with disability. We are
interested in examples of laws, policies and practices in different settings that are not working or
working well. This can be in areas such as education, healthcare, workplaces, the justice system,
home, online communities, and families.
The issues paper asks 12 questions to help people and organisations to provide responses. The
paper is available in Easy Read, PDF and DOCX.
Download
First Nations People with Disability issues paper [PDF]
First Nations People with Disability issues paper [DOCX]
First Nations People with Disability issues paper - Easy read [PDF]
First Nations People with Disability issues paper - Easy read [DOCX]
Auslan Access
First Nations Issue Paper – Auslan: Go to this web link and scroll down:
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/publications/first-nations-people-disability-issues-paper

How to respond
The Royal Commission encourages responses from individuals and organisations to the issues
paper by 11 September 2020, although submissions will also be accepted after that date.
Responses to the issues paper can be provided, either:


electronically to DRCEnquiries@royalcommission.gov.au



in writing to GPO Box 1422, Brisbane, Queensland 4001



by phone on 1800 517 199 or +61 7 3734 1900, we can make a time with you to take your
response over the phone (between 9:00am to 6:00pm AEDT Monday to Friday)



by audio recording



by video recording.

Responses can be in any language. The Royal Commission will translate the response to English.
We may make your response public unless you tell us not to.
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JUNE 24: SCHOOL PHOTOS on WEDNESDAY 24th JUNE!
Dear Parents and Carers,
Our school photo day is this week! We look forward to capturing images of your students looking
their best and [proud to wear their school uniform.
Please note, photos orders can no longer be placed through the school. You can place an order
online for class or individual photographs at any time for the remainder of the current school year;
however, a $20 fee will apply if you order more than 10 days after photography. Go to
https://www.kapture.com.au/buy.asp
All students will be photographed individually on photo day for school administration records AS
WELL as included in their class group photo available for purchase to all families. Should there be
any reason why your child should NOT be included in the photo shoot –please contact the school
office.
Kapture have informed us they will follow all recommended health guidelines and safe practices in
response to COVID-19.
For more details please refer to our previous newsletter, Issue 3 (page 5), available online at
http://riversideesc.wa.edu.au/communication/school-newsletter

Year 6 Graduation Shirt – More Stock
The P&C has restocked with a new batch of Year 6 graduation polo shirts, including some that are
larger-sized. Cost $35. If interested, contact the P&C.

Is Your Child Going to be Absent? Call 9534 0328
If your child is not able to attend school, please phone the school office as soon as possible, either
on the day or as soon as you know in the event of a medical appointment.
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