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PRINCIPAL COMMENTS
1. DONE / FINISHED - Extend dominant
thumb, fingers closed. Rock hand
formation from side to side several
times.

Hello Everyone,
In our last newsletter, I wrote “What an extraordinary period we are living
through”. I would like to add to that statement by saying what an
extraordinary community of parents and carers we have! Your response
during this time of alternate education delivery has been outstanding.
So many good stories have come to our ears from you: families setting up
study areas, establishing useful learning routines, enthusiastic engagement
of home learning by so many of our students, having fun with learning and
meaningful engagement with our teachers. As I often say to our students,
“Well done, everyone!”

2. HELP - Place dominant hand bent at
third knuckles, palm down, onto nondominant palm. Or place dominant
hand onto non-dominant hand, palms
together. Move formation forward.
(With directionality)

As you will be aware, all students are required to be back at school now. I am
pleased to say that apart from a small number of students away for health
reasons, the return to regular attendance has been excellent.
School is pretty much back to normal operations with just a few adaptations:


The heightened levels of sanitation and cleaning throughout the
school will continue for the foreseeable future.



Parents and carers will continue the front-of-school drop off and
pick up.



Staff will continue to take extra precautions when managing
toileting and behaviour, to reduce any risk of contamination by
bodily fluids.



Please keep your child at home if they are unwell. Students arriving
at school unwell will be sent home.



‘Clean hands’ is here to stay.

Riverside Education Support Centre
BestP regards.
Jim Douglas,
Principal
& C President:
Mrs Tahni
Emons

Ph.: 9534 0328

3. MORE - Cup dominant hand and
place fingertips on centre chest. Move
hand forward.
The above images and text are from
“Getting Started with Key Word Sign”,
published by Key Word Sign Australia, a
business name of Scope Australia. Included
with permission.
https://shop.scopeaust.org.au/shop/gettin
g-started-key-word-sign-auslan-edition/
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Almost without exception, our teachers have reported their students’ return to school has been a very
smooth transition. Their academic performance has not been impacted and they are back in class learning
and behaving as though COVID did not happen. Should I say it again – “Well done, everyone!”
Improved Influenza Management
One of the lessons arising from the Coronavirus pandemic is that flus and colds can be managed much better
than we have done in the past. An article published by NewScientist suggests that one reason for the decline
in cases of the flu, compared to this time last year, is the switch to home schooling. In other words, children
coming to school with bugs infect other students and staff, who in turn transmit the disease to others. It
would seem we have got into the habit of taking winter infections for granted. This is something we can all
manage in a better way. Our staff have been instructed to stay away if they have respiratory symptoms and
by keeping your child home when unwell, you will be contributing to the wellbeing of our whole school
community.
Link: (https://www.newscientist.com/article/2242113-australia-sees-huge-decrease-in-flu-cases-due-tocoronavirus-measures/
Updates
As usual, the DoE will continue to respond to Government advice in relation to any changes or easing of
restrictions. I will inform you as and when these become known. I do thank you for your patience and ongoing
compliance in these matters.
Best regards,
Jim Douglas, Principal

School Canteen
The school canteen is open but for limited hours and service. It is not open before school but now opens at
recess and lunchtime. Canteen Manager Trudi says a new menu for Winter has been agreed upon and is
about to be distributed.
There is one small change to the published menu: under ‘Daily Hot Lunches’ the fried rice option has been
replaced with Chicken Chilli Wraps – perfect for a winter’s chill.

Is Your Child Going to be Absent? Call 9534 0328
If your child is not able to attend school, please phone the school office as soon as possible, either on the day
or as soon as you know in the event of a medical appointment.

School Dentist – Complete Your Form
At the start of the year School Dental Services send out forms to families to complete and return to allow
school dental appointments to be scheduled. If not already completed, please fillin your form and return it
to your child’s teacher or directly to Greenfields Dental Therapy Centre (9 Zambesi Drive, Greenfields).
Riverside Education Support Centre
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News from Classrooms
It has been a very busy time, firstly preparing for learning at home, then for the return to school of
our students. For this issue of the School Newsletter, we will hear from two classrooms – Room 11
and Room 35. All classes will return to the newsletter later this term.

Hello Families,
It is fantastic to see everyone safely
back at school for term 2! We have a
little bit of ground to make up for
Term 1 so students in Room 11 have
been working hard in all areas of the
curriculum. Along with Maths and
English we have been enjoying
Health, HASS, Arts and crafts
activities and non-contact sports.
On the first Thursday of Term 2
students brought a teddy bear from
home and we had a picnic lunch
together. The students and staff
enjoyed this fun addition to their
lunchtime! We made beautiful
Mother’s Day cards to let the amazing
Mum’s and Grandma’s in our lives
know how much we love and
appreciate them in week 2.
In cooking lessons, we have been
making some delicious dishes including sausage rolls, nachos, banana smoothies and even our own
apple pies and custard! We will be continuing regular hand washing with the students and cleaning
of all classroom equipment. Thank you to all parents / carers who have been practicing handwashing
at home. It is easy to see that some students have been doing this at home as they are great at
washing their hands thoroughly and for the appropriate time. Well done everyone!
Please remember to send a water bottle into school with your child every day and a piece of fruit /
some veggies for crunch and sip. Also now that the cooler weather is here please remember their
school jumper.
I look forward to updating you later in the term. Stay safe everyone.
Mrs Cairns

Riverside Education Support Centre

Ph.: 9534 0328

Website: www.riversideesc.wa.edu.au

P & C President – Mrs Tahni Emons

RESC Email: riverside.esc@det.wa.edu.au

Pg. 3

Riverside ESC Newsletter

Issue 3 2020

We started Term 2 with nearly all our students back, which was great to see,
after what seemed like eternity since we had seen them. Week 2 then saw us
with a full class and back to normal. I am happy to report all the hard work of
term 1 had not been lost. The students came back eager to learn and were happy
to get back to doing school work. This term, we also welcomed a new student to
our class. Room 35 want to give a warm welcome to Lucas Cockman and his
family.
We have hit the ground running this term! We have started learning sight words
which are matched to our reading book so that students can learn the words
then see them in a book. It has been working a treat, and I have to say I am super
impressed with the progression that has been happening so far.
Our cooking program has been put on hold this term due to Covid-19, but we
are looking forward to starting it again next semester. Although, we did sneak a
cooking lesson in, making chocolate chip cookies for Mother’s Day. I hope all the Mothers, Nans and
caregivers enjoyed them and the special card that the students made. We have also decided to replace
cooking with bike riding. It has been a big hit with the boys and I can see that some have already mastered
two wheels!
This week sees us celebrating reconciliation week, Sorry Day,
simultaneous story time and two birthdays so it will be a busy
week for room 35. The theme for reconciliation week is “Walk
the Talk”. We have started to decorate our room with a “Walk
the Talk” area, where we will be putting our artwork that we
make this week. We have already painted our feet just like the
aboriginal flag, stepping onto white paper. We have cut them
out and have used out painted feet to make a border around
the windows. They look fantastic and the students had so much
fun doing it, there are a few students who have very ticklish
feet!

With only 6 weeks left of the term, the
students will be working hard to achieve
their IEP goals. As we move into the colder
months we just want everyone to be safe,
warm and healthy.
Mrs Gollan, Mrs Tilbee, Mrs Douglas and
Mrs Somerton
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JUNE 23 – 24: SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS COMING!
Dear Parents,
Our school photo day is coming! Approximately two weeks prior to the photo day every student will receive
a Kapture Photography order envelope to bring home. The recommended method of ordering your photos
is online through Kapture’s website as your payment is secure and can be easily verified at any time. If you
pay online, there is no need to return the order envelope to school.
Alternatively, you can pay by cash and return the provided envelope to the school on the photography day.
Please note the photographers cannot open sealed envelopes and cannot provide change.
Sibling orders can ONLY be placed online. Late requests cannot be granted.
You have the option to order a sibling photo package online, however please note sibling orders will close in
most instances at 12-midday sharp, one business day before the first photo date. We suggest you place your
online sibling order as soon as you receive your order envelope with your order instructions as places are
limited.
Log on to kapture.com.au for your sibling photo order cut-off date and time.
Late payment envelopes cannot be accepted by the school office or by Kapture. You can place an order online
for class or individual photographs at any time for the remainder of the current school year; however, a $20
fee will apply if you order more than 10 days after photography.
If your child is in a sports or special group photo, you can use the same school code on your order envelope
to view and order these photos on Kapture’s website, around the time that school photos are ready to be
delivered. Please note; Class group, individual and sibling portraits are not available to view online prior to
purchase.
Kapture offer a money back guarantee for any parent who is not fully satisfied with their photo package. Should
you have any queries before or after photo day, please direct them to the Kapture office on 9240 1714 or email
enquiries@kapture.com.au.
All students will be photographed individually on photo day for school administration records AS WELL as
included in their class group photo available for purchase to all families. Should there be any reason why
your child should NOT be included in the photo shoot –please contact the school office.
For the duration of COVID-19, please be aware that Kapture photographers are following all recommended
health guidelines and safe practices. We have modified our photography system whereby photographers will
remain at all times 1.5m from students and staff. Our photographers will use only verbal queues and
instructions in an effort to uphold our high standard of student presentation. Students may be instructed by
photographers to use single use sterile combs, use wet wipes or tissues, to fix collars, buttons and stray hairs
- all without physically touching students.
In addition to the above, the class group photo format has been modified whereby a full length ‘character’
pose will be taken of each student in a white studio. The photo is a fun shot with the view to students showing
their personality – ‘strike a pose’. These poses will then be combined with all students in the class to form
the class group photo of 2020. An example of a character pose can be seen as a purchase option when
ordering your photos online.
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The website of the federal Department of Meteorology has a very interesting webpage with Indigenous
Weather Knowledge – see http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/ for the Nyoongar seasonal calendar.
Winter: June-July


Time to move inland



More food available.

The lifestyle for the Nyoongar communities during Makuru
Makaru sees the coldest and wettest time of the year come into full
swing. Traditionally, this was a good time of the year to move back inland
from the coast as the winds turned to the west and south bringing the
cold weather, rains and occasionally snow on the peaks of the Stirling and
Porongurup Ranges.
As the waterways and catchments started to fill, people were able to
move about their country with ease and thus their food sources changed
from sea, estuarine and lake foods to those of the lands in particular the
grazing animals such as the kangaroo. As well as a food source, animals
provided people with many other things. For example, 'Yongar' or
kangaroos not only provided meat but also 'bookas' (animal skin cloaks that were used as the nights became
much cooler). Nothing was left; even the bones and sinews were used in the manufacturing of bookas and
for hunting tools such as spears.
Makuru is also a time for a lot of animals to be pairing up in preparation for breeding in the coming season.
If you look carefully, you might now see pairs of 'Wardongs' (ravens) flying together. You also notice these
pairs not making the usual 'ark ark arrrrrk' that these birds are well known for when flying solo. Upon the
lakes and rivers of the Southwest, you'll also start to see a large influx of the Black Swan or 'Mali' as they too
prepare to nest and breed.

Flowers that will start to emerge include the blues and purples of the Blueberry Lilly (Dianella revoluta) and
the Purple Flags (Patersonia occidentalis). As the season comes to a close, you should also start to notice
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the white flowers of the weeping peppermint (Agonis flexuosa) as the blues start to make way for the white
and cream flowers of Djilba.

Keep your eyes open for the blues and purples of these wonderful plants as you drive throughout our
region, seeing them as signposts of the season of Makuru.

Halls Head College ESC – Transition to 2021 Tour
This Term, HHC ESC will commence its transition program for Year 6 students who are eligible and
enrolling as Year 7’s in 2021.
Drawing students from Mandurah and as far as Lakelands, Waroona and Pinjarra, HHC ESC extends
an invitation to interested parents and carers to attend a school tour on Thursday June 11, from
9:00 AM to 10:30 AM.
RSVP to Michelle Lockley (transition coordinator) by June 8 to confirm your attendance on 9581
0613 or to discuss enrolment.

Important Dates
Jun 06
Jun 11
Jun 23-24
Jul 03
Jul 21

–
–
–
–
–

Western Australia Day (public holiday)
Halls Head College ESC School Tour for prospective 2021 Enrolments – RSVP above.
School Photos – see article in this newsletter.
Term 2 Ends
Students return for Term 3
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