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Hello Everyone,
What an extraordinary period we are living through! There is, of course, an
end to this somewhere, and we look to our country’s leaders and
professionals to determine when the COVID-19 (coronavirus) will become
manageable. In the meantime, we shall and must continue to uphold each
other with compassion and goodwill.
The information we pass on to you has come directly from the WA
Department of Education. They are collaborating with all levels of state and
national government to determine best ways forward for our students. Until
further notice, you are strongly recommended to keep your child at home
unless exceptional circumstances prevail. See the following page for more
information.
The most immediate source of national guidance appears to be available
from the government’s WhatsApp site which allows users to navigate direct
to the latest advice and information about coronavirus. Coronavirus Australia
is available from the Apple App Store and on Google Play.
In the meantime, Riverside ESC teachers are collaborating on the development
of fortnightly education packages for you to lead your child through a homeschooling experience. Trial lessons are already happening for some students
to ensure we can deliver you the best outcome possible. The home-school
packages will formally commence at the start of Term 2, which starts on
Wednesday 29 April. Guidelines will be provided as soon as possible.
We will continue to reach out to you over the weeks ahead, to listen and to
guide, as we all patiently await a return to ‘normality’. In the meantime, keep
well, keep safe.

Our physical education teacher
organised participation for some
of our RESC students at the ‘Years
4-6 Faction Swimming Carnival’
held at the Mandurah Aquatic and
Recreation Centre. Read her
report later in this newsletter.

Important Dates
Apr 09 – Term 1 Ends
Apr 28 – Staff return to school
Apr 29 – Student home
schooling continues
unless otherwise
advised.

Special Article
Being aware of our impact on
the world is something
everyone can learn. Check out
our feature article starting pg.6.

Best regards. Jim Douglas, Principal
Riverside Education Support Centre

Ph.: 9534 0328

Website: www.riversideesc.wa.edu.au

P & C President: Mrs Tahni Emons

RESC Email: riverside.esc@det.wa.edu.au
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NEWS FOR PARENTS – CHANGES TO SCHOOLING
The WA Department of Education has released its latest statement in response to the COVID-19
pandemic. It changes how schools will operate from Monday 30 March and until further notice.
Our school leadership team draws your attention to certain provisions within the release that
exempt those in need.
School Operations Weeks 9-10 and beyond:
1. Lessons will continue to be delivered during Week 9 (March 30 to April 3) as usual, noting
circumstances may already have limited program delivery.
2. Schools will remain open during Week 10 (the days leading up to Easter) to offer student
supervision only, not lessons.
3. During the school holidays, the Department of Education will commence work on developing a
longer-term education model for Term 2 and beyond, in response to COVID-19.
Parent Options:



You should keep your child or children home.
Only if there is no other option should your child attend school, where they will be
professionally supervised. This may apply to:
o Families where both parents or carers are employed in essential services;
o Situations where the child’s wellbeing is clearly enhanced by continuing their regular
school attendance; or
o Children in families that may be considered vulnerable, such as those children being
cared for by grandparents.

The Department of Education has launched the Learning at home website, which may be helpful if
you understand the relationship between your child’s abilities and curriculum levels. Our staff are
working hard to create a library of online resources more applicable to our programs and tailored
to our student cohort. We will send this information to parents on Friday 27 March.
The State Government continues to base its decisions on the best available advice. Sue Ellery,
Education and Training Minister, comments, “We understand this is an extremely difficult time for
parents and their children and an enormous amount of work has gone on behind the scenes to
ensure education can continue from home.”
Please note: Advice from government sources is being regularly updated in response to the
evolving situation. Future updates may alter the terms of the above communication without
notice.
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Hello families,
Hello families of room 19. How are we in week eight already? We are
looking forward to the last few weeks of term as we are moving into
our Easter theme of work which students have been eagerly awaiting!
We will have lots of Maths and English work surrounded by the theme
of Easter, however we will include lots of fun Easter scavenger hunts
to introduce the theme of Maps in HASS.
As you know our previous theme was ‘on the farm’ which was
interrupted by Saint Patrick’s Day. In celebration of Saint Patrick’s Day
we created leprechauns and as a class created a short story using Saint
Patrick’s Day story cues. Students found the leprechauns very funny
and really used their imagination when thinking up stories to go with
the cue cards!
Currently, some of our class are attending tennis lessons on Fridays,
this has been a lot of fun for both staff and students. Tennis will help
improve their gross motor skills, hand eye coordination and their
interaction with peers and staff.
Earlier this term we had the West Coast Eagles come to Riverside for a visit, it was very exciting!
Students were able to engage with the Eagles players, practise ball skills, get photographs and a
signed poster. The students thoroughly enjoyed this so we implemented some teacher student
morning fitness into our program. We go out to the playground for fitness every morning before our
day begins and kick the ball around between staff and students. I definitely feel this is a highlight of
the day for everyone!
During cooking classes, we have been experimenting with
different types of pikelets. Students found making the
blueberry pikelets fascinating as they changed colour,
they also tasted really yummy! Students still love cracking
the egg best! While our pancakes are being cooked we
have been practising washing the dishes, after all if we
cook something we need to remember to clean up after
ourselves! Students have loved this bit of independence
and have cleaned the dishes to a high standard!
Our students are very proud of all they have accomplished
so far this term and so are our teachers! We hope this
attitude continues into term two and everyone has a fun
filled holiday!
Miss Robinson
Riverside Education Support Centre
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On Thursday 12th March some students attended the Years 4-6 Faction Swimming Carnival at the
Mandurah Aquatic and Recreation Centre. There were many excited students to compete in the
various races from freestyle, breaststroke and backstroke. It was great to see all the fantastic
sportsmanship from the students cheering on one another and their factions.
I would like to congratulate Anna who won the runner up Year 4 girls medal as well as three first
ribbons from her races. I would also like to congratulate Logan, Chanel and Paris who also received
some ribbons from their races. The results from the Faction Swimming Carnival were blue faction in
fourth place with 95 points, green faction in third place with 132 points, gold faction in second place
with 146 points and red faction in first place with 181 points.
Lastly, I would like to thank everyone for trying their best and making it an excellent and enjoyable
carnival.

On Fridays for Week 6, 7 and 8 we have been lucky enough to be participating in tennis lessons from
Tennis Australia with our coach Kevin. The students have been very persistent in their efforts with
learning the tennis skills of hitting the ball over the net by doing forehands, backhands and volleys.
They have also learnt a number of tricks and skills for how to control and balance the tennis ball on
the tennis racquet. Lastly they have been practicing having tennis rallies back and forth with another
person. It has been fantastic to watch their skills in tennis develop immensely over this time.
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News from our P&C
Our wonderful P&C held our first fundraising event of the year - a Bunnings Sausage Sizzle on Sunday
1st March. What a fun way to start the year off. Thank you to all helped during the lead up and on
the day of the event.
Tahni and I met with both Principals (Peter Dunning and Jim Douglas) regarding dates for fundraising
events for this year. Below are the dates that have been agreed upon for the following terms.
[NOTE: these activities are subject to the conditions imposed by the government’s evolving response
to COVID-19.]
Term 2


Mother’s Day Stall – Week 2, Wed 6th & Thurs 7th May



Bunnings Sausage Sizzle – Week 7, Saturday 13th June



Faction Cross Country – Week 8, Wednesday 17th June



Free Dress Day – Week 10, Wednesday 1st July

Term 3


Bunnings Sausage Sizzle – Week 5, Sunday 23rd August



Father’s Day Stall – Week 8, Wed 2nd & Thurs 3rd September



Faction Athletics Carnival – Week 8, Friday 11th September



Free Dress Day – Week 9, Wednesday 16th September

Term 4
1. Bunnings Sausage Sizzle – Week 3, Saturday 31st October
2. Colour Run – Week 4, Thursday 5th November
3. Disco – Week 6, Saturday 21st November
4. X-mas Free Dress Day – Week 8, Thursday 3rd December
I am looking forward to the fun we will have raising much needed funds for our schools this year!

School Canteen
The school canteen is open but for limited hours and service. Inquire with your teacher.
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Teach Your Children to Respect the Earth
Over the next two weeks and into the school holidays, you
may be looking for activities to engage your child in. There
is a website in the USA called wondermoms.org that
offers a suggestion. The mothers (“Moms”) who operate
this site are parents of children with disabilities. While not
everything is applicable, there are really helpful
suggestions and ideas. We have altered some text and,
where possible, have changed USA web links to local links.
Of course, some of the following will only be applicable
once we have freedom of movement again. Stay safe,
keep well, and take some time to enjoy the following 1: Image from National Geographic
‘wondermoms” adapted article.

“Is your family looking for ways to go green? More and more families are recognizing the
importance of respecting the Earth and implementing eco-friendly practices into their family routines.
Leading by example, we can teach our children to be compassionate, mindful, and responsible citizens who
will grow into environmentally conscious adults.
If you are looking for realistic ways to teach your kids to be mindful citizens, you’ve come to the right place.
We’ve identified [some] ways parents and carers can teach their kids to respect the Earth and one another.
Look for eco-friendly alternatives
Kids need to be taught to look for eco-friendly alternatives for everyday items and
products, such as recyclable drinking straws. This means you simply have to begin
asking the question: Is there something better for the earth? By having open
discussions about what you consume and what you do with your trash, your kids
will learn to look for alternatives that are better for everyone.
Some things take more effort, such as having to wash reusable plates instead of plastic disposable plates and
bowls for your next party, but chatting together while standing around a bowl washing and drying can pass
the time quickly.
Explain why we should recycle
Don’t just tell your kids to recycle – explain why they should recycle. Show them pictures of landfills, and
explain what happens to the trash in them. Show them pictures of what can happen to animals when plastic
isn’t recycled. Then, teach them how to recycle correctly by identifying recycling labels.

Riverside Education Support Centre
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Organize the recycling
Kids must be taught how to recycle, which first
requires organizing the recycling according to the packaging.
Most waste recycling begins in the kitchen. Set up a family
recycling centre that is organized based on packaging. It will
make it easier for the whole family to participate and to be
aware of packaging issues.
As you become conscious of how much waste you generate,

discuss ways to reduce it.
Conserve water with hands-on examples
Kids often don’t realize how much water they use on a daily basis, so it is up to us to teach them. Explain how
many gallons of water are needed to fill a bathtub or how much water is used by the minute when we shower.
Then, as a family, compete with one another to see how can conserve the most water by taking shorter
showers.
Use reusable bags
Stock your car and your home with reusable bags and take them with you every time you shop. Make this a
habit, and your kids will learn by example.
Visit farmers’ markets (when they reopen)
As a family, visit your local farmers market and explain where the food and other goods come from. Take
time to talk with the vendors about their farms. Then, go home and cook a meal with your kids using what
you purchased.

Shop and eat locally
Shopping locally helps support local farms and merchants, and
boosts the local economy by creating and maintaining jobs.
Shopping and eating locally raises the likelihood of eating fresh
local produce, healthier for you and better for our local economy.
Build a greenhouse
Grow a garden or build a greenhouse as a family. By teaching your
kids how to cultivate and harvest plants, you are teaching them a
valuable life skill and showing them that food does not originate
from a grocery store. A greenhouse project may begin with a
recycled window or an offcut of polycarbonate roofing or a sheet of plastic that has come from your new
appliance. Don’t think big, think possible.
Riverside Education Support Centre
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Drive less
Reduce your carbon footprint by taking public transportation or doing errands more strategically. Or buy a
shopping cart and walk to your nearest shopping centre if it is nearby.
Review the utility bill together
Many parents don’t even think about showing their kids the utility bill, but it can make a huge impact on your
child’s understanding of how much energy and water your family uses each month. Highlight your family’s
usage and talk together about ways to use less and bring the bill total down the next month. Visit
www.energy.gov.au to find ways to reduce your energy bill.
Read labels

Take your kids shopping and teach them how to read the labels before they make purchases. The can learn
how to identify harmful vs. healthy ingredients in their food. When shopping for consumer goods or clothing,
teach them to look at the materials used and where the products are made.
Reduce plastic consumption
As a family, take a few days to write down how much plastic comes in and out of your home. Seeing the
amount in black and white can be a big wake-up call. Then, work diligently to reduce your household plastic
consumption by reusing bottles and jars, and using reusable bags when shopping.
Visit a farm (after restrictions are lifted)
Take your kids to visit a local farm. Not only will they likely love it — cows! goats! chickens! — but also, they’ll
see firsthand where their food comes from and how we get milk. Plus, the visit can open doors to
conversations about healthy farming practices.
Shop at Op Shops
Choose to shop at nearby opportunity stores and
to purchase clothes second-hand. This teaches
children the value in buying something that
someone else previously loved — simply because it
is better for our planet.
IN SUMMARY, Kids are sponges and mimics; they
soak up the information adults give them and
imitate the actions we show them. By starting early
to demonstrate and teach values like eco-consciousness and sustainability, we can raise a generation of
people to whom valuing the environment — and acting accordingly — is second nature.
Disclaimer: Riverside ESC does not seek to promote any service or product referred to in this article, nor has
it benefitted or seeks to benefit from doing so.
Source: http://wondermoms.org/15-great-ways-to-teach-your-kids-to-respect-the-earth-and-be-

mindful-citizens/
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